
Call for applications for the Embassy of France « Tech for
Sustainability Hackathon » challenge!

“Tech for Sustainability Hackathon – your ideas in energy, environment, social sciences and
health”: 22/06/2026 - 23/06/2026

We are thrilled to announce the call for applications for the « Tech for Sustainability Hackathon
– your ideas in energy, environment, social sciences and health », organised by the Embassy of
France in Australia, in partnership with Adelaide University, the French National Centre for
Scientific Research (CNRS) and the French–Australian Laboratory for Human–Machine
Teaming (the IRL Crossing).

Apply to explore, reflect and create over 1 and a half days to build new initiatives or
technologies that contribute to a sustainable and forward-looking future.

Context:

The Embassy of France in Australia, in partnership with Adelaide University, the French
National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) and the French–Australian Laboratory for
Human–Machine Teaming (the IRL Crossing), will organise a Hackathon, an event allowing
young French and Australian researchers, regardless of their field of expertise, to develop a
start-up proposal and create a new business or service over a relatively short period of time.

Titled “Tech for Sustainability Hackathon – your ideas in energy, environment, social sciences
and health”, the event will take place at Adelaide University on 22–23 June 2026. This theme
will give participants the opportunity to explore a range of strategic topics: innovation,
sustainable development, energy transition, green technologies, artificial intelligence and
more… Particular attention will be given to artificial intelligence as both a powerful enabler of
the ecological transition and a growing source of energy, water, and material consumption
that must be carefully managed.

Objectives:

The Hackathon aims to:
 Promote innovation contributing to sustainable development in the fields of
environment, energy, social sciences and health.

 Develop the personal and professional skills of students, young professionals and PhD
candidates necessary to create solutions and build a business.

 Encourage intercultural and multidisciplinary exchanges and teamwork between
students and professionals, from the French and Australian academic and industrial
world.

 Promote the innovation dynamic and the French education-research-innovation
ecosystem in these areas.

Eligibility:
PhD students and early career researchers from Australia and the French Pacific territories are
eligible to apply. Masters’ degree students from diverse disciplines, backgrounds, and
nationalities are also encouraged to apply. Participants should be willing to work in teams,



have a passion for problem-solving, and be available for the entire duration of the hackathon.
Participants should be able to interact in English.
Depending on where applicants are based, a financial allowance to travel to Adelaide may be
available to students wishing to register, particularly those from the French Pacific territories.

Application process: application to be sent before June 1st 2026.

To apply, please send all the documents below to: education.canberra-
amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr

- The application form
- Your CV

Team Formation:
 Depending on the number of applicants, a selection may occur. Participants will then
be sorted into teams according to their expertise.

 Each team will be composed of 4/5 participants. Mentors will circulate amongst the
teams to guide them and help them if needed. Coaches will give short presentations to
teach key steps of a company building.

More information:
Please contact: education.canberra-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr
+61 (02) 6216 0133


