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Waite Campus

Welcome to
Waite Campus

The Waite Campus is Australia’s
leading research, education and
commercialisation precinct for
agricultural science, only 7km
south of Adelaide’s CBD.

Principal research areas are grains
(wheat, oats and barley), wine grapes,
almonds, citrus and legumes (chick pea
and fava beans), as well as pollination
and native bees.

The Waite Agricultural Research
Institute was established in 1924 and
undergraduate teaching commenced
in 1950.

You can use this self-guided tour
booklet to take your own tour around
Waite Campus. This guide includes only
a small collection of campus features,
with many more campus facilities that
support our teaching and research
endeavours.

Self-guided tour

Vineyards

More than 15 varieties of wine grapes are grown
across the two vineyards on the Waite campus.

These teaching vineyards are not only a key learning
facility for our students, but also support viticulture
research, and enable assessment of new grape varieties
for suitability for the changing Australian climate.

Waite Arboretum

The Waite Arboretum occupies 27 hectares extending
from Fullarton Rd to the Urrbrae House precinct.

Planting of trees from around the world began in 1928
and today the Arboretum contains more than 2,400
specimens including eucalyptus, palms, pear trees
and oak trees. Every tree is labelled and mapped.

Charles Hawker Building

Most of the undergraduate teaching spaces at Waite
are located in the Charles Hawker building.

A new Food Innovation Laboratory was built in 2022
providing teaching spaces and facilities to support
innovation, product development, and testing for the
food and beverage industry.

McLeod House

Situated in a lovely garden at the centre of the campus,
McLeod House is home to Beltana Cafe and bookable
function spaces.

The lower level houses a small gym and the Waite
Student Hub, which provides an informal learning
space, student services, a kitchen area, and IT facilities.
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Urrbrae House

In 1914 Peter Waite bequeathed the Urrbrae

estate including his family home to the University
of Adelaide. Today, the Urrbrae House Historic
Precinct is part of the Waite Campus of the
University and is also an accredited museum

by the History Trust of South Australia.

Following his death in 1922, the land was
dedicated to the establishment of the Waite
Agricultural Research Institute and a public
park, which has evolved into the Waite
Arboretum.

Peter Waite acquired the estate in the mid-1870s
when he emigrated to SA from Scotland with
his family.

Completed in 1891, Urrbrae House was the
first private home in SA to have electricity
and one of the first in Australia to have
domestic refrigeration.

Urrbrae House is situated in distinctive and
beautiful gardens reflecting the history and
heritage of the people who lived and worked
at the site.

The Garden of Discovery is home to sculptures
and installations that highlights some of the
internationally significant achievements of
South Australian scientists in environmental
and agricultural science at the Waite Campus.

o

Sensory Gardens

The Sensory Gardens are home to plants with
captivating colours, textures and aromas.

The Gardens are also a conservation site for
Butterfly Conservation SA - also a lovely
attraction to students, and tourists who
visit Urrbrae House.

Self-guided tour

Southern Barns

Built in 1926, the Implement Shed was the first
substantial building constructed by the Waite
Agricultural Research Institute.

These buildings were used by the Waite farm
staff until the 1990s when they were converted
to laboratory use.

The Southern Barns house a general lab, soils
lab, tutorial room and sensory lab, which is
predominantly used for various courses in
the Viticulture and Oenology programs.

o

Plant Genomics Centre

The Plant Genomics Centre houses laboratories
and facilities used by plant scientists and
postgraduate researchers.

Plant genomics is all about studying the
genetic compositions, structures, functions
and interactions of an entire plant genome.
The laboratories are dedicated to plant science
and breeding.

Research includes genomics of stress (drought,
salinity, frost) tolerance, nutrient deficiencies
and yield in cereal crops; ability to adapt to
environmental changes and develop new
strategies to cope.

Wine Innovation buildings

The campus has three Wine Innovation buildings
- Wine Innovation West, Central, and East (the
Waite Winery).

Through university activities, together with
campus partner organisations CSIRO, the
Australian Wine Research Institute (AWRI) and
the South Australian Research and Development
Institute (SARDI), the Waite campus is home to
nearly 70% of Australia’s wine and grape research
and development capability.
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Waite Winery

Built in the early 1990s, the Waite Winery
is officially known as the Hickinbotham
Roseworthy Wine Science Laboratory.

During vintage, up to 120 tonnes of fruit
are processed annually from Waite Campus
vineyards and beyond.

The winery has been an important asset in
the University’s top-three global ranking
in winemaking teaching and research.

Students gain the required analytical and
technical skills to gain industry employment
right from graduation.

(1

Plant Accelerator

The Plant Accelerator is the largest facility of its
kind in the southern hemisphere and opened in
2010. It is dedicated to plant phenomics.

The Plant Accelerator houses 34 greenhouses
and controlled environment growth chambers,
each with their own temperature, humidity and
light controls. Four smart houses with state-of-
the-art imaging and data analysis technology
allow plant scientists and breeders to study crop
development at scale.
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Waite Conservation Reserve

Located in the Adelaide Hills face area, the
Reserve comprises 121 hectares, of which
110 hectares are under Heritage Agreement.
Home to hundreds of species of native plants
as well as kangaroos, koalas and echidnas, it
provides walking trails, views over Adelaide,
and is a valuable asset to Adelaide University
and the people of South Australia.
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Further enquiries

Adelaide University
SA 5005 Australia

adelaideuni.edu.au
instagram.com/adelaideuni
tiktok.com/@adelaideuni
facebook.com/adelaideuni
linkedin.com/school/adelaideuni
youtube.com/@AdelaideUniAustralia

The content in this publication is for general
information only and Adelaide University
makes no representation about its accuracy,
completeness or suitability for any purpose.
It is subject to change, and you can find
updated information on our website at
adelaideuni.edu.au

We respectfully acknowledge the Kaurna,
Boandik, and Barngarla First Nations Peoples
and their Elders, past and present, who are the
Traditional Owners of the lands that are home
to our campuses across South Australia.
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