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Nominations at-a-glance
About the 2026 Prime Minister’s Prizes for Science

•	 The Prizes are Australia’s most prestigious and highly regarded science awards. 

•	 The Prizes celebrate demonstrated achievements in scientific research,  
research-based innovation, the practice and preservation of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander knowledge systems and excellence in science teaching. 

•	 The 2026 Prizes comprise of: 

	– 5 Science Prizes, including 2 for innovation, that span diverse career stages 
and disciplines across science, technology, engineering and mathematics

	– 1 Knowledge Systems Prize that recognises the practice and preservation 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge systems

	– 2 Science Teaching Prizes for primary and secondary school science teachers 
who inspire students to engage in STEM.

•	 Recipients receive a medallion, prize money of A$50,000 or A$250,000, 
national recognition and exposure to new opportunities and networks.

•	 Nominating someone acknowledges their achievements and encourages them 
to continue to excel in their work.

Nominate for the 2026 Prizes

•	 Nomination guidelines will be available from Wednesday 8 October 2025.

•	 Nominations will open from Wednesday 22 October 2025. 

•	 Nominations close on 18 December 2025 at 5:00pm AEDT.
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Diversity in nominations matters

•	 Recipients become role models for people working in STEM and in the practice 
and preservation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge systems.

•	 We encourage nominations from:

	– Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples

	– people from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds

	– women and gender diverse people

	– LGBTQIA+ people

	– people living in regional and remote areas

	– people living with disabilities

	– people from low socio-economic backgrounds

	– neurodivergent people.

•	 Greater diversity in nominations: 

	– will help inspire more people to pursue STEM

	– will help elevate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who are 
preserving and practicing knowledge systems for their communities and for 
Australia more broadly

	– offers a wider range of perspectives to solve scientific problems, drive innovation 
and address significant challenges. 

Who can nominate?

•	 Nominators must: 

	– be personally knowledgeable of the nominated achievement and be able to 
offer informed opinions about its significance 

	– not be a close family member of the nominee.

•	 For the 5 Science Prizes, including 2 for innovation, nominators must hold 
professional qualifications in the same or closely related field as the nominee.

•	 For the 2 Science Teaching Prizes, nominators must be:

	– the principal at the current school of achievement

	– be a member of the school leadership team (such as a deputy principal)

	– a counterpart in an education department or non-government school authority,  
if the nominee is at the level of principal.

•	 A person can be a nominator for more than one nomination.

•	 A nominee cannot be a supporter for their own nomination.
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Who can be nominated?

•	 A nominee is someone who has made a meaningful contribution in the prize category 
they are being nominated.

•	 Nominees:

	– must be willing to be nominated

	– must be an Australian citizen or permanent resident of Australia

	– can be at a variety of career stages, including early career, mid-career or late career

	– can be from academia, research, industry or education sectors or 
Indigenous communities. 

•	 Nominees of the 5 Science Prizes, which includes 2 prizes for innovation, can work in 
any of the 14 different science fields as specified in the Prizes guidelines, including 
engineering and Indigenous studies.

•	 Nominees for the Prime Minister’s Prize for Science or the Prime Minister’s 
Prize for Innovation can be an individual or a team (up to 4 individuals).

•	 Nominees of the Knowledge Systems Prize: 

	– must be Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander

	– can be an individual, a team or a community group (up to 4 individuals may be named 
a team or a community group)

	– must practice Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander knowledge systems as part 
of an Indigenous‑led project with demonstrated benefit to Australian Indigenous 
peoples, communities and/or place and the nation.

•	 Nominees of the 2 Science Teaching Prizes: 

	– must teach science, technology, engineering or mathematics, but do not need 
to be a specialist in these subject areas

	– must be a registered teacher at a primary or secondary school listed on the 
Australian Schools List.

How do you nominate?

To nominate, you need to provide:

1.	 your name and contact details

2.	 the name and contact details of the person you are nominating

3.	 a short description of your nominee’s achievements

4.	 the names and contact details of people who can comment on your nominee’s 
contribution

5.	 your nominee’s up to date CV.
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Where to nominate?

Go to:

•	 business.gov.au/scienceprizes to nominate for the 5 Science Prizes,  
including the 2 for innovation

•	 business.gov.au/knowledgesystemsprize to nominate for the  
Knowledge Systems Prize 

•	 business.gov.au/scienceteachingprizes to nominate for the  
2 Science Teaching Prizes.

More information
•	 Find out more about the Prizes including previous recipients at:

	– industry.gov.au/PMPrizes.

•	 Like and share posts about the Prizes on social media:

Facebook @IndustryGovAu

LinkedIn at /department-of-industry 

  X @ScienceGovAu.

•	 Join the conversation on social media by using the hashtag #PMPrizes.

•	 Contact PMPrizes@industry.gov.au.

mailto:PMPrizes@industry.gov.au


Prime Minister’s Prizes for Science | Nominations at-a-glance 5

Descriptions of the Prime Minister’s Prizes for Science 
Science Prizes
•	 Prime Minister’s Prize for Science 

Awarded for a significant advancement of knowledge through science. This prize can 
be awarded to an individual or a team of up to 4 individuals to recognise a collaborative 
effort. Awards A$250,000.

•	 Prime Minister’s Prize for Innovation 
Awarded for the innovative translation of scientific knowledge into a commercially 
available product, service or process that has demonstrated substantial economic, 
social, and where relevant, environmental benefits. This prize can be awarded to 
an individual or a team of up to four individuals to recognise a collaborative effort. 
Awards A$250,000.

•	 Frank Fenner Prize for Life Scientist of the Year  
Awarded to an individual for an exceptional achievement in life science that benefits, 
or has the potential to benefit, human welfare or society. This prize is awarded for 
achievements made within 10 years (full-time or full-time equivalent) of completing 
relevant studies. Awards $50,000.

•	 Malcolm McIntosh Prize for Physical Scientist of the Year  
Awarded to an individual for an exceptional achievement in physical science that 
benefits, or has the potential to benefit, human welfare or society. This prize is awarded 
for achievements made within 10 years (full-time or full-time equivalent) of completing 
relevant studies. Awards A$50,000.

•	 Prize for New Innovators  
Awarded to an individual for an early achievement towards commercialising or 
translating their scientific research with economic, social, and where relevant, 
environmental benefits. This prize is awarded for achievements made within 10 years 
(full-time or full-time equivalent) of completing relevant studies. Awards A$50,000.

Knowledge Systems Prize
•	 Prime Minister’s Prize for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Knowledge Systems 

Awarded to an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander-led project that benefits 
Australian Indigenous peoples, communities or place, and contributes to solving 
a significant challenge through the practice and preservation of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander knowledge systems. This prize can be awarded to an 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander individual, a team or representatives of a 
community group. Awards A$250,000. 

Science Teaching Prizes
•	 Prime Minister’s Prize for Excellence in Science Teaching in Primary Schools 

Awarded for excellence in primary school teaching in any area of science that is part 
of the teacher’s state or territory science, technology, engineering or mathematics 
syllabus. Awards A$250,000.

•	 Prime Minister’s Prize for Excellence in Science Teaching in Secondary Schools 
Awarded for excellence in secondary school teaching in any area of science that is 
part of the teacher’s state or territory science, technology, engineering or mathematics 
syllabus. Awards A$250,000.


	The Prime Minister’s Prizes for Science 2026 Nominations at-a-glance
	About the 2026 Prime Minister’s Prizes for Science
	Nominate for the 2026 Prizes
	Diversity in nominations matters
	Who can nominate?
	Who can be nominated?
	How do you nominate?
	Where to nominate?
	More information
	Descriptions of the Prime Minister’s Prizes for Science
	Science Prizes
	Knowledge Systems Prize
	Science Teaching Prizes


